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       Changes… 
          We have had a couple of 
change-ups happen over the 
last few weeks you all should 
know about. George Finlay, 
one of our most active and 
involved members over the 
past few years, decided to take 
a well deserved break from 
some of his load. George has 
always done a tremendous job 
for us in the past and everyone 
owes him a debt of gratitude 
for all of the work and effort 
he has put in to the club. He 
continues to be an active 
paddler and valuable asset to 
the club. Well done George!!! 
          Many thanks to Myron 
Ketter  who stepped up to the 
plate when the call was put out 
for someone to replace George 
as club secretary.     
          A word to the wise for 
you Myron- taking the job was 
the easy part, doing the job is a 
little tougher, but duplicating 
George  just isn’t possible 
…which might be a good 
thing, now that I think about it! 

 
          Finding someone to take 

over the distribution and 
tracking of the raffle tickets 
proved to be much more 
arduous. We looked high and 
low, near and far before we 
found this winsome couple 
who were willing to take over 
that part of George’s previous 
responsibilities. 

 
          Turns out there may be 
something to be said for “blank 
expressions” after all!  
          Just kidding of course. 
Jerry & Carol Allen really have 
agreed to take over those 
responsibilities. So, if you 
need more tickets to sell, if you 
have ticket stubs from tickets 
already sold, if you have 
money to turn in, or any other 
questions or concerns about 
the raffle tickets, they are now 
the folks to talk to. You can 
contact them by calling either 
(312)537 0066 (and yes, that is 
the correct area code) or (352) 

629-9139. Keep them busy, 
sell lots of tickets!! 

  
Ticket Sales events 

           Speaking of ticket sales, 
we now have the following 
sales events lined up. Please 
contact the individual event 
coordinators if you can come 
for anytime at all. We are 
trying to schedule 2 hour 
shifts. But please, don’t take 
that to mean we can’t use you 
if you aren’t able to help out 
for an entire 2hr shift. So 
please check your schedule 
and let the event coordinators 
know when you can help out. 
 
March 12/13 Gander Mountain 
EC: Mark Clere 
352.625.1026, 352.454.5350  
 
April 2, Flint Creek Outfitters 
EC: Mike Barth  
352.875.6007  
 
April 9/10 Gander Mountain 
EC: Mark Clere  
352.625.1026, 352.454.5350 
 
April 16/17 Dunnellon 
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Boomtown Days,   
EC: Wayne Tyo 352.208.0585 
 
April 30/May 1 Gander Mtn 
No assigned Event Coordinator   
yet. Call Mike Barth at 
352.875.6007 if you are 
willing to coordinate the 
volunteers for this event.  
 

Tips for Trips 
          This month’s tip section 
is devoted to identifying  
proper cold weather attire for 
paddlers. Many of us have 
lived in the area long enough 
to know what to expect out of 
our weather during different 
seasons of the year so the 
correct choices may seem 
obvious to you.  But,  it can be 
confusing and possibly even 
dangerous to newcomers to the 
area or long term residents 
who are new paddlers.  
          Most tourists think 
Florida has only one season, 
but anyone who has ever lived 
here for an entire year knows 
this just isn’t true. While we 
may not get the snow and ice 
the snowbirds left behind, we  
do get plenty of frigid 
temperatures.  
          That said, it is always 
appropriate to dress in layers 
and wise to keep a complete 
change of dry clothes 
(including shoes) in a drybag 
with you. Particularly during 
the winter months or any other 

period of cold weather. Nylon 
covered or polyester covered 
clothing (no leisure suits 
please!) are generally 
considered to be among the 
best choices for outer wear.
          Why nylon or 
polyesters, you ask? Because 
one of the many inherent 
benefits associated with the 
close weave and light weight 
of these materials, they absorb 
less water. That’s important for 
a number of reasons: 
� They dry faster when they 

get wet 
� They weigh less when wet 

making reentry into your 
boat a less difficult 
experience in adverse 
conditions if you take a 
spill. 

� Their close weave will also 
help you avoid snags when 
you inevitably end up in the 
brush of strainers or low 
hanging tree limbs. 

� If you are using them as 
your spare clothing in a dry 
bag, you will find they fold 
and compress better, taking up 
less space within your boat.

          Your 
PFD, although not required by 
law to be worn by adults, is 

required to be with you in the 
boat. Since it is already there, 
why not wear it and use it to 
your advantage in assisting 
with keeping you warm? I 
think you will probably find it 
is covered in either nylon or a 
a polyester blend as well. 
           For your feet, you might 
want to consider something 
vulcanized, calf-high and 
waterproof. Having cold wet 
feet for an entire trip has never 
increased the enjoyment level 
of anyone I have ever met. 
Chota brand Mukluks are an 
example of this type footwear. 
Also, some of the heavier duty 
diver’s boots will allow limited 
immersion below the top 
without saturation. This means 
you can have your feet in the 
water long enough to get in 
and out of your boat without 
having wet feet! 
           Water resistant gloves 
will assist in keeping your 
hands warm and dry. They will 
repel dripping water from your 
paddle although they generally  
become saturated if enough 
water gets on them or in them. 
But hey, 3 of your 4 hours 
paddling with dry warm dry 
hands are much better than 
none!  
           Another piece of 
clothing/equipment to consider 
adding to your wardrobe for 
cold water/ weather paddling is 
a spray skirt. Not only will 
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they help keep the inside of 
your boat dry, they also assist 
in holding your body heat in. 
          Hats are always a good 
idea. Besides the protection 
from the sun they offer and  the 
reduction in heat loss they 
provide, some of them make 
for great pictures (just check 
out the photos in this news 
letter!) and they also give the 
rest of us a starting point to 
look under if we are trying to 
find you!  
          This is not an all-
inclusive list of options for 
cold weather/cold water 
paddling by any stretch of the 
imagination. However, 
everything mentioned to this 
point can be found through 
local outfitters or sporting 
goods stores. We are a 
paddling club not a swimming 
club. But sooner or later, it 
seems everyone eventually 
takes a surprise swim 
regardless of their skill level, 
ain’t that right Mr. Greene? 
How you are dressed and 
prepared can make the 
difference between it just being 
embarrassing or being deadly 
serious.  

 
Poker Run Updates 

          Every year since I have 
been involved with club, I 
have seen the Poker Run 
evolve into a bigger and better  
event. The only reason it has 

happened and the only way for 
it to continue to happen is 
because of hard work and the 
7P program- Proper Prior 
Planning Prevents Pretty Poor 
Performance. (Feel free to 
insert your own p-word in 
place of “pretty“. I used it 
because I couldn‘t use the 
word I learned the phrase 
with!). To that end, much of 
the proper prior planning has 
already been done.  The lion’s 
share  of the credit for that  
goes to the poker run 
coordinator, Wayne Tyo, and 
the poker run committee.  
          Every year some of the 
same things are required and 
those are relatively easy to 
foresee and plan for- things 
like permits and permissions 
from the Marion County Parks 
& Recreation, the Office of 
Greenways and Trails, 
reservations for port-a- potties, 
etc.  
          Some things are a little 
more difficult and require more   
fore-thought and decision 
making based on previous 
experience and guesstimates, 
especially when you want to 
incorporate changes in an 
effort to improve on last year‘s 
event- things like crowd 
control, parking, shuttles, 
layout of awards area, and so 
on. 
          But by far, the hardest 
things to plan are the ones that 

involve new ideas and require 
a decision based on the number 
of participants and volunteers.  
We need both- FRESH IDEAS 
and MANY,  MANY 
VOLUNTEERS!! 
 

 
Hyper-active Volunteer (2007) 
 
           The need for volunteers 
is probably obvious to you. 
But just to make sure you 
understand how badly your 
services, are needed, let me 
remind you of just some of the 
many positions we need to fill- 
parkers, floaters, traffic 
control, at least 2 people each 
at the  pre-registration check- 
in tables and the unregistered 
sign-up tables. People to sell 
extra hands, T-shirts, and  any 
other paraphernalia we may 
have available.  We need 
people to help set up and tear 
down at both put in and the 
take-out. A minimum of 2 
people are required at each of 
the 5 stops along the river as 
well as people to run the stops 
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at the put in. We need sweeps, 
shuttle drivers, ticket sellers 
for meals and people to serve 
them. We need people to load 
boats on trailers at the take out 
and people to take charge of 
the prizes. We need people to 
call the hands down and people 
to verify winning hands. 
Starting to get the picture? 
What I am really trying to say 
is  we need your help !!  
          Please remember that 
volunteering does not make 
you ineligible to participate!!  
All of our volunteers will be 
able draw their cards before 
those running the stops ever 
leave Gore’s landing the 
morning of the Poker Run. 
Many positions are along the 
river so you can paddle that 
day as well if you would like, 
or forgo the paddling and 
volunteer for a position at 
either end of the river (or both 
ends)!  
          I earlier mentioned we 
needed some fresh ideas as 
well. Specifically, Wayne is 
looking for things to do, games 
to play, or any thing  else that 
is family friendly we could 
employ that would entertain 
and entice  participants who 
have already completed the 
Poker Run while they are 
waiting for the Prizes and 
awards portion of the program. 
          If you have ideas or 
suggestions that will help us 

fill this void, send them to the 
Poker Run coordinator, Wayne 
Tyo ()*+�+,-�,*-*$�  at 
Pokerrun@mcaquaholics.com . 

 
 Splash Zone 

          Ok, so either you all 
must have really, really liked 
this title or you don’t have any 
better imagination than I do 
because I didn’t get a single 
suggestion to call it anything 
else (at least not that I can 
print!). Either way, until I get 
something else which is 
usable, I’m sticking to “the 
Splash Zone“! 
           So without further ado, 
meet this month’s Aquaholic -

 
Carol Young 

 
Hometown: Ledbury, 
Herefordshire, England 
Home Now: Oakahumpka FL 
Family: Husband Bill, 3 

daughters and 3 grandchildren 
Occupation: pampered house-
wife 
Years paddling: 4 
Years as an Aquaholic: 4 
Number of boats you own: 3 
Favorite Boat: 13.5 Sonoma 
by Perception 
Favorite Place to Paddle : 
Weeki Wachee  
Other Hobbies or Interests: 
Gardening, Kayak camping, 
and quick knots. 
If we could just get her to quit 
speaking English and start 
talkin’ American, she’ld be a 
right good ol’ gal! 

 
Computer Glitches 

We have had a couple hiccups 
with the website recently. If 
you recall, last summer we 
tried to shift over to another 
web hosting service. That brief 
and unsatisfying experience 
also created an unforeseen 
problem for us as well. It 
seems someone was able to 
hack into our system and do 
the phishing thing which 
compromised the security 
ranking of our site. 
Consequently, many internet 
protection programs have 
changed our security rating  
within their programs. 
Unfortunately, this means 
some programs will not allow 
access to our website at all 
while others “merely” issue a 
warning before allowing 
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access to our web site. If you 
are having this type of 
problem, contact our 
webmaster. He may very well 
be able to help you overcome 
it. 
          The other glitch we have 
discovered involves viewing 
the newsletter on the  website. 
           Our cure for this has 
been to publish it within the 
website as a PDF file which 
means you can click on the 
link to the issue you want and 
view it there if for some reason 
you didn’t receive it via email. 
          For all you technical 
wizards out there, the problem 
turned out to be the PDMC 
unit. Not familiar with it? Why 
that stands for Pure Digital 
Magic  Converter of course!  

 
Membership Perks 

          The  membership perk I 
would like to highlight this 
month is food! That’s right, 
FOOD! See, I’ve already got 
your attention! Seriously 
though, if you were to 
participate in just the events in 
which the club pays for the 
food and look at the 
membership dues as an 
investment,  I can safely say 
you would easily see a 
minimum 400% return on your 
money. All of those who 
showed up for the cleanup and 
BBQ February 26th easily 

recouped their dues for the 
year in food already! We will 
most likely see a couple of 
pizza meetings this year, at 
least one more big BBQ if not 
two, and the Christmas party. 
And that’s just if we stick to 
our traditional schedule of 
events involving food. Who 
knows what else might pop up 
this year! Of course the flip 
side is no membership 
renewal, no invitation! So get 
those dues in and think of them 
as a gift card to be redeemed 
gradually through out the year! 
    
Sharp’s Ferry Bridge   
          I got this in an email 
from our webmaster, Mark 
Clere to pass on to all who are 
interested:                      
“Sharp’s Ferry bridge is being 
replaced this year (CR 314) 
(FDOT Financial Project ID # 
415256-1-52) 
Contract has been let to 
Misener Marine Const., Inc. 
Sometime between March 1 & 
May 1, It should have visible 
construction work started  
But it will be closed at some 
point for at least 3 months to 
all vehicular and foot traffic as 
they replace with concrete 
bridge  
Work will be Mon-Sat 
The current center span is to be 
incorporated into some kind of 
pedestrian walkway adjacent 
the new bridge, and 

refurbished to somewhat 
original condition for historical 
aspects. 
Completion goal is end of 
October 2011 
They are to coordinate with 
Coast Guard when the boat 
traffic must be suspended in 
that area, for 
safety/construction aspects, 
don’t know if we’ll hear about 
that much or not”. 

 
Upcoming Trips and 

Events 
           Be sure to check the web 
site’s trip tab for more 
information on each of these 
trips! 
 
March 5, Ocklawaha 
Cleanup  # 2 
TC: Mike Barth, 352.875.6007 
 
March 12, Wekiva River 
TC: Daniel Van Antwerp, 
407.902.6251 1501  
 
March 18-20, Ochlockonee 
River and Primitive Arts 
Festival  
TC: John Greene, 
352.208.8064  
 
March 26, Kayak Yahtzee 
Event (not a club sponsored 
event) 
 
April 2,  Hillsborough River   
TC: Trish Bergdoll, 
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One last parting shot!   
 

 

352.369.1354  
April 15-17, East Coast 
Canoe and Kayak Festival, 
(Not a club sponsored event) 
 
May 14, Ocklawaha Cleanup  
TC: Wayne Tyo, 352.465.4263  
 
May 21,  13th Annual 
Paddler’s Poker Run 
Poker Run Coordinator:  
Wayne Tyo, 352.465.4263  
 And of course, our club 
meetings are on the 3rd 

Wednesday of every month at 
the sheriff’s substation on 
US441 between Ocala and 
Belleview. 
                  Well, that’s it for 
this month!! Once again, I 
welcome any input, news, or 
feedback regarding this 
newsletter. Shoot an email to    
�
����&���%��	���������  . 
Until next month, paddle safe 
and often!!! 

 
 
 

 
           


