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Late edition

Okay, okay. | get it. The boss has
told me that our circulation
department received a total of a
687 different complaints about the
March newsletter not getting to
them until April. Well, first of all |
think that 687 complaints out of a
circulation of over 10,000 is really
not all that bad. But, for those of
you that are really upset about it, |
just want let you know that you do
have some options. First, you
could pay me less. Whoops! Sorry,
| just realized it is not possible to
get paid less for this than what you
guys are paying me now! The
second option would be to have the
club president fire me. Of course,
he is pretty busy and | KNOW he
doesn’t want to do it, so | don’t
think that will happen either. The
only other option | can think of is
for one of you to step up and
volunteer to take it over. But, since
my phone ain't ringing, | just have
to assume that you're not willing
to do that either, so | guess you
will just have to deal with it!!

Seriously, | do apologize
for not getting this out earlier. But,
sometimes life just gets in the way.
It is my goal, as | have told you
before, to get this newsletter out
shortly after our monthly meetings.
But please don't take that as an
iron-clad commitment. This
month, | just had a whole bunch of
other stuff going on and was not
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able to get the job done until now.
But look at the bright side-this
month you will get two

newsletters! (then again on the
other hand, maybe you won't!)

Caution:
construction zone
ahead!

Jerry’s boat

| am constantly amazed by the
diversity and talent we have in our
club. Case in point: we currently
have two members who are master
craftsmen in woodworking and
have taken on the challenge of
building their own kayaks. It is a
truly amazing to watch and hear
about their projects as they start
from scratch with nothing more
than drawings on a piece of paper.

Both Jerry Allen and
Wayne Tyo started their first ever
kayak building projects and are
well on the way to completing two
of most beautiful and original
boats | have ever seen.

Wayne’s boat

As | understand it, they
both started at approximately the
same time. In reality, Wayne
actually had a bit of a head start.
Unfortunately for Wayne, Jerry’'s a
quick study on things like this and
he soon caught up to and passed
the point Wayne had reached with
his project. In Wayne's defense
though, he was sidetracked by the
requirements of his business and
was not able to devote the amount
of time and effort necessary to stay
on pace with Jerry. Jerry will ell
you he tends to do things on”Jerry
Time” and if you know what that
means, then you will realize
Wayne may still have a chance to
finish first! If you would like to
see more pictures and updates on
their respective projects, visit our
website and click on the tab titled
“kayak strippers”. (Hey, | just
report this stuff- | didn’'t name it!)



It’s That Time
Again!

It's time to  start
canvassing local vendors again for
donated prizes to be given away at
the Poker Run. Please remember to
contact Wayne Tyo BEFORE you
ask a merchant to donate prizes.
He can be reached at either
352.465.4263 or  352.208.0585.
The reasoning behind this is to
keep from having our local
vendors approached time and again
by different members. When this
happens, it is easy to imagine
they might feel targeted or even
worse, that the gifts they have
already given to some other club
member who contacted them

before you did are unnoticed or

unappreciated. By checking with
Wayne, he can tell you whether or
not someone else has already
approached a specific business.
Additionally, he has a letter you
can give them to help validate your
request and formally thank them in
writing for their participation. By
the way, when you do approach
them, you might want to let them
know we will accept any donation
they would like to give, be it
goods, services, gift certificates, or
cash. It is all going to ultimately
help support an event designed to
help the Ocala Outdoor Adventure
camp.
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Pizza! Pizza! Pizza!
That’s right, 1 said pizza.
You heard it here first (unless of
course you were at our last
meeting!). What am | talking
about, you ask? I'm talking about
our April meeting being a pizza
meeting.

1

If you're new to the club,

you probably haven't heard about
our pizza meetings. Every so often,
the club pays for pizzas to munch
on before and during the meeting.
We usually have the pizzas on

- hand and begin eating at 6:30
when we do this. The actual

meeting will still start at seven
o'clock. And while the club will
pay the pizza, you are responsible
for bringing or buying your own
drinks.

New officer terms?

One other reason you will
want to attend this next meeting is
because it promises to be a very
important meeting with respect to
the terms our club officers now
serve.

A little background for
you — Up until now, our club
officers have always served a one-
year term beginning January 1 and
ending December 31. We have
always held elections at the
December meeting and used the
time in between elections and the
first of the year as a turnover

period. No doubt this was a very
effective system when the club
was first chartered. However, as
we have continued to grow and
improve the poker run, we have
had to start planning the next poker
run earlier and earlier. We are now
at a point where we begin
addressing things pertaining to the
next poker run by September or
October of the previous year.

The up side of this system
is that our poker run has become
bigger and better organized every
year. The downside is that just as
the new officers are getting their
feet on the ground, they are
immediately hit with the most
intense and critical period of their
terms. Add to that the fact they
inherit the decisions, plans, and
deadlines established by someone

" else.

If you have not been
involved in the planning and
execution of the poker run in
recent years, you can not fully
appreciate the amount of time,
effort, and dedication invested by
these folks.

There has been an idea
floating around for the last few
years which could be an easy
solution. It would involve
changing the terms of the officers
and when elections are held. In a
nut shell the idea is to have
elelctions in June with the terms
run from July ¥ to June 38 of
the next year. And it seems as
though all the current officers have
agreed to serve an additional 6
months to facilitate making these
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Home town: Orlando F1
Home now: Ft McCoy

Family: Wife, adult children, 1
grandson

Occupation:Retired Firefighter and
Paramedic

Years paddiing: 3
Years an Aquaholic: 3
Number of boats you own:2

Favorite boat. 14 1t Wilderness
Systems Tsunami

Favorite place to paddle. White-
water on the Chatooga River in
Tennessee
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number of positions still remaining
to be filled for the Poker Run and
for all of you who are into
paddling for the exercise, Wayne
has a special treat just for you at
the take out point!!! Just being
facetious again, but seriously, we
do need as many volunteers as
possible to help with loading boats
at the takeout. The more we have,
the less each will have to lift! And
just as a reminder, volunteering
Poker Run does not prevent you
from playing too.

I hate to sound like a
broken record, but we could also
use some help at the ticket sales
events we have on the calendar
between now and the Poker Run.
Again, it you could spare a little
time when they are happening, the

raddle Humor

I thought you might get a kick out
of these little tidbits I found
online!

Two Eskimos sitting in a kayak
were getting cold so they decided
to light a fire in their boat. It
promptly sank. proving once again
that you can’t have your kayak and
heat it too!

A Frenchman, an Englishman,
and a New Yorker were
captured by a fierce Indian
tribe. The chief comes to them
and says, “The bad news is that
now that we’ve caught you,
we’re going to kill you, and
then use your skins to build a
kayak. The good news is that
you get to choose how you die.”



The Frenchman says, “I take ze
poison.” The chief gives him
some poison, the Frenchman
says, “Vive la France!” and
drinks it down.

The Englishman says, “A pistol
for me, please.” The chief gives
him a pistol, he points it at his
head, says, “God save the
gueen!” and blows his brains
out.

The New Yorker says “Gimme
a fork.” The chief is puzzled,
but he shrugs and gives him a
fork. The New Yorker takes the
fork and starts jabbing himself
all  over. There's blood
everywhere, it's horrible.

The chief is appalled, and
screams, “What are you
doing???” The New Yorker

looks at the chief and says, “So
much for your stinking kayak!”

And just one more (for this
month)...

While paddling off the Florida
coast, a tourist capsized his
kayak. He could swim, but his
fear of alligators kept him
clinging to the overturned cratft.
Spotting an old beachcomber
standing on the shore, the
tourist shouted “Are there any
gators around here?!” “Naw”
the man hollered back, “they
ain't been around for years!”
Feeling safe, the tourist started
swimming leisurely toward the
shore. About halfway there he
asked the guy “How’d you get
rid of the gators?”
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“We didn't do nothin',” the
beachcomber said. “The sharks
got ‘em.”

Upcomimg trips amd
events

Here is the most recent
schedule of trips and events on our
calendar at the time of publication.
Be sure and check the website for
changes and other information.

April 9/10  Gander Mountain

ticket sales event - Saturday from
10-5 and Sunday from 12-5. EC:
Mark Clere 352.625.1026,

352.454.5350

April 15-17, East Coast Canoe and
Kayak Festival, Charleston, SC
(Not a club sponsored event)

April 16-17 Dunnellon Boomtown
Days ticket sales event EC:
Wayne Tyo 352.208.0585

April 20th- monthly Club Meeting-
PIZZA PARTY — BYOB

April 30/May 1 Gander Mountain
ticket sales event. Saturday from
10-5 and Sunday from 12-5. Event
Coordinator: TBA (would you
consider it?)

May 14, Ocklawaha Cleanup for
Poker Run (Gore's Landing to
Eureka West) TC: Wayne Tyo,
352.465.4263, 352.208.0585 ¢

May 21, Annual Paddlers Poker
Run Event Coordinator: Wayne
Tyo, 352.465.4263

See ya
next

month!



